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North Virginia Beach Civic League News
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                           A Letter From Your New President


As your new president, I’d first and foremost like to thank Brian Murden for his great service as our president these past two years at the Civic League. Thank you, Brian, and before you ride off into the sunset, don’t be too far away, because I’ll be calling you for help soon. 


To all the members of the North End Civic League, I sincerely hope you had a great holiday season and my best wishes to all of us for a wonderful new year in 2014. We are quite blessed to live in this area or own property near the beach.  Our issues aren’t nearly as pressing as in other areas; however, we will continue to monitor and update you on things going on around the north end that may have an impact on your life or property here. 


There are a couple of items carried over from last year we will be updating you on first and foremost. The Cavalier Hotel project seems to be at the top of the list, and Bruce Thompson and his team are scheduled to be at our first general meeting on the 21st at ARE, so plan on attending. I’m hoping for a new attendance record for my first meeting. Additionally, we are staying updated on the city project to fund sand replenishment in the future and the Navy construction project getting underway on 67th Street and the oceanfront. 


We discussed at the last board meeting a few new ideas we hope to bring to the Civic League. One matter that has become pressing is the implementing of the Neighborhood Watch program, especially in lieu of the additional break-ins over the holidays. A note to all: please lock your cars and houses at all times, just no need in making for an easier access or entry to your property or home. Another concept being presented is a request to reduce the speed limit on Atlantic Avenue as our neighborhood continues to be more heavily populated year round. Additionally, with the success of our year end party, we are exploring a possibly social media page, say Facebook, to announce and update things going on in our community that don’t make the bulletins that go out on a quarterly basis. 


Finally, a few notes from me to each of you. In the past two years as the Vice President, I have met many more neighbors in the area, which has been a great plus for me personally. I decided to become more involved for a few simple reasons. First off, I now have a little more time, and having lived in the north end for over 20 years, felt it was time to give a little bit back to an area that has been so good to my two boys and me. Secondly, there were issues I felt the need to voice an opinion over.  For me these issues were parking, safety, and neighborhood density, issues that affected me personally, so I made it a point to learn what was going on and what I could do about it. Each of us has our own set of issues, and by getting involved; I found others with similar thoughts and other issues I hadn’t thought about. Through this process of meeting others, discussing and debating ideas, I have learned a great deal more and have become more appreciative of our great neighborhood. We live in a great area and have friends and neighbors who continue to give a lot to each of us in the effort to make our daily life better. 


So, to those who support the North End Virginia Beach Civic League, thanks for all you do and have done. And for those who might think about supporting more this year, I offer the following thoughts to be more a part of the league:


JOIN!  - Be a dues paying member. If time doesn’t allow you to participate, support your dedicated neighbors working on issues that concern us all. 


DISCOVER  - Attend a meeting with us, find out what’s going on in your neighborhood, meet new neighbors and hear what’s important to them. 


PARTICIPATE  -  Consider getting on a committee that interests you; be a part, we have lots of projects that need extra support and help. 


We welcome you all.  Happy New Year and look forward to seeing you at the first meeting on January 21. 

Best Regards, 

John Pharr

President 


TREASURER’S REPORT  

It is a new year and time to renew your 2014 dues.  Last year was successful with almost 900 paying members.  We hope that this year will be just as prosperous.  We had an income of $14,857 with expenses of $14,433.  Our total assets are $36,132.

BEAUTIFICATION 

Signs in the Median  - As a general rule the NVBCL has supported any efforts to keep any signage in the median and on telephone poles to a minimum. This includes redundant or extraneous City signage, i.e. “No Parking” or “Pick up the poop”. However, this also includes private advertising of events and services, items for sale, and “Missing” and “Wanted” posters. The law is: no private signage on City property without a permit.

In practice, however, some temporary signs “serve a public service”.


Real estate agents all know the rules and, in general, remove their “Open House” signs at the end of the day. Professional estate liquidators ditto.  It is those of us that schedule and advertise garage sales that need to expeditiously remove any signs that have served their purpose. Election and candidate signs, propagated by over-enthusiastic supporters, are big offenders. They mysteriously appear overnight and in our neighborhood should be removed just as quickly regardless of your persuasion.  We can all empathize with a neighbor who has lost (hopefully only temporarily) a beloved dog or cat (or kid!). But the originator should remove even these “Missing” signs when the “loved one” returns or within a couple of weeks...kids maybe a little longer!

Jim Spruance

HOSPITALITY 

With winter's arrival, we tend to remain inside; however, the nature around us can offer beauty and interesting adventures. 


On January 24 and 26, at the Princess Anne Recreation Center, learn how to observe and identify winter wildlife in their natural areas from bird watching around Virginia Beach to harbor seals in the Chesapeake Bay.  There will be free workshops and an Exhibit Hall with the City's Winter Wildlife Festival partners and exhibitors, including Virginia Aquarium, Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge, Virginia State Parks, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, Lynnhaven River NOW, and Virginia Beach Audubon Society. The Atlantic Wildfowl Heritage Museum will have decoy carvers. 


Space is limited for the excursions and workshops. There is no cost to attend the festival, but some sessions and excursions do have a fee. Registration will be available in person at any recreation center; the deadline is January 17.  

For information, please call Parks & Recreation at (757) 385-4461 or email outdoors@VBgov.com or visit http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/parks-recreation/special-eve....


BEACHES & RECREATION

Please remove all catamarans on the beach and in the dunes and store them properly.  Beach and dunes are not to be used for winter storage.  Those not removed by you will be removed by the city.
STREETS, PARKING & UTILITIES 
The North End has a serious health and esthetic problem.  Some dog owners haven’t bought into the “Scoop the Poop” campaign.  Catching the scofflaws is only part of problem since most of us prefer to avoid confrontation.  However, until those folks experience either the embarrassment of being told and/or a ticket from the police, it will not end.  Please consider yourself “deputized” in the Poop Patrol.  If you see anyone leaving animal waste on OUR green space or beaches, admonish them.  If that doesn’t produce the desired result, see if you can get enough info to advise the police.  The stuff is unsightly, unhealthy and illegal.  The City has provided “poop bags” and trashcans at every entrance to the beach. There is NO reason people shouldn’t take responsibility for their own pets.


CURRENT RESORT NEWS 
The next resort streetscape projects in the resort to be addressed are 29th street from Pacific Avenue to Artic Avenue, Winston Salem Avenue from Pacific Avenue to Mediterranean Avenue, and 19th street from the Convention Center east to the Dome site. Pacific Avenue improvements are planned in association with the Dome site project from 16th street north to 23rd Street. A Citizen’s Information Meeting for the Pacific Avenue improvement project was held on January 15, 2014 from 5 PM to 7 PM and the VB Convention Center. 

The Dome project has been advertised for interest with a due date of March 21, 2014. Additional information is available at www.yesvirginiabeach.com/rfq
Design work will begin in January on the Sense of Arrival project for the 1-264 entry into the resort, The Rudee Promenade Walk connection along the Owl Creek waterfront connecting the boardwalk with Rudee’s Restaurant. Additionally the new Aerial Adventure Park, which includes a system of zip-lines, is slated to begin construction at the VA Aquarium in February 2014.

Additionally please go to the city website for resort projects for current information on projects listed below and more: http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/sga/projects
· 19th Street/Central Beach Corridor
· The Aquarium and Owl Creek District Plan
· Cavalier Hotel Restoration and Redevelopment www.cavaliercollection.com
· Convention Center Headquarters Hotel
· Arena proposals

· The Dome Site
· Resort Area Master Plan and Form-Based Codes

· Rudee Loop (Marina District)
Please also check out the Beach Events website for fun activities at all the city venues. Check out http://www.beachstreetusa.com  

Zoning Review Committee (ZRC)
Variances, Non-Conforming Uses, Planning Initiatives 

In order to better serve our neighborhood and to establish regularity in our review process the NVBCL Zoning Review Committee meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:30 PM at the Visitor’s Center at the ARE located at 67th street and Atlantic Avenue. We cordially invite all NE residents to attend with their current or future applications for variances, non-conforming uses, and encroachments for preliminary review or final review. We also invite residents who may simply have a question concerning zoning, land development, or other site and building construction issues to attend. Please contact Billy Almond at 235-0731 or billy@wplsite.com for additional information.




OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS FOR 2014
OFFICERS 
President 
John Pharr 
202 50th Street 
435-3738 
john@nbgourmet.com 

Vice-President
Jack Drescher
6410-A Oceanfront Ave
428-3344
jdrescher@breitdrescher.com

Treasurer/Membership
Kaye Harris 
108 60th Street 
425-0883 
kaye.harris@cox.net 

Executive Secretary 
Jeannie Panza 

437-1677 
jpanza@marlyndv.com 

Past President:
Brian Murden 
417 Goodspeed 
428-7243 
beachgallery@verizon.net
DIRECTORS 
Zoning
Billy Almond 
209 70th Street 
422-9522 
billy@wplsite.com 

Streets/Utilities/Public Safety
Martin Waranch 
111 66th Street 
491-3343 
mlwaranch@cox.net 

Beaches & Recreation
Ron Pearson 
6204 Oceanfront 
428-6634 
ron@beachfas.com 

Budget/ Assessments/Taxes
Guy Tower 
235 74th Street 
804/398-0070 
guytower@gmail.com 

Beautification
Jim Spruance 
200 78th Street 
425-1225 
jhspruance@cox.net 

Meetings/Publicity
Buddy Matthews 
217 68th Street 
422-6151 
beachtreehouse68@yahoo.com 

Hospitality
Kimberly Goold 
311 49th Street 
428-7537 
kimberly.goold@troutmansanders.com
AREA DIRECTORS 
42nd – 49th Streets
Will Fluharty 
303 49th Street 
965-2173 
willyflu@gmail.com 

50th – 59th Streets
Mark Chase 
111 57th Street 
491-1729 
chasemark@msn.com 

60th – 69th Streets
Buddy Matthews 
217 68th Street 
422-6151 
beachtreehouse68@yahoo.com 

70th – 79th Streets
Sue Bowser 
223 77th Street 
422-5204 
suebowser@cox.net 

80th – 89th Streets
Larry Staunton 
212 84th Street 
428-1514 
larrystaunton@cox.net 

Princess Anne Hills/Liaison
Mike Byrnes 
551 Susan Constant Dr. 
422-2539 
mikebyrnes@cox.net 

DIRECTORS AT-LARGE 
Dave Jester
200 63rd Street 
437-1677 
eljefe11@marlyndv.com 

Mark Chase
111 57th Street 
491-1729 
chasemark@msn.com 

Mary Lee Harris
216 55th Street 
428-0737 
maryleeh3@verizon.net 

Vincent O’Brien
6111 Atlantic Ave 
428-8479 
vincent6111@cox.net 

Virginia Rader
307 55th Street 
425-2943 
vellen1@aol.com 

Dorothy Spitalney
115-B 68th Street 
425-5443 
tallron@aol.com 

Mary K Drew
5250 Lakeside Ave. 
422-3669 
marykdrew@gmail.com
January 2014











Guest Speaker


Guest Speaker


Bruce Widener/Director


First Landing State Park


Chief of Police/2nd Precinct


Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2014


7:30 pm at A.R.E.








Civic League Meeting Dates


January 21, 2014


April 15, 2014


July 15, 2014


October 21, 2014








Community Corner


Once again the Garden Clubs of Virginia Beach and Princess Anne are hosting the Virginia Beach Garden Tour on Wednesday, April 30th. The title for this year’s tour is “Visual Landscapes on the Waterfront.” Beach Gallery will feature The Painted Garden Art Show as they did in 2010 and 2012 at Beach Gallery on 313 Laskin Road, thanks to Brian Murden, as a portion of this tour. This year the art show will begin on Saturday, April 12 and run through Saturday, May 17. There will be one featured artist this year, Bobbi Gunn, and space available for 30 more artists.





Important Numbers





  Non-Emergency Police 385-5000 Opt.3                                     


  2nd Precinct 385-2700


  Neighborhood Preservation 385-5750
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